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Treatment of Old Ulcers. —The treatment of old ulcers by 
ultraviolet light (says American Medicine) has been successful in the 
hands of Dr. Axmann, of Erfurt. The rays are applied a half hour at 
a time for six or more days. It is said that healing begins quite promptly 
and even during the application of the rays the ulcers become dry and 
red. The rays are markedly anesthetic so that pains promptly dis¬ 
appear—a result which also follows similar application to uterine 
cancers. As infected fresh wounds are also said to be practically 
disinfected by these applications, it is quite evident that this newest 
of therapeutic agents is destined to play an important part in our future 
surgical technic. The possibilities are so great that it would be desirable 
to have the matter taken up in earnest in America. 

A lamp for the application of ultraviolet rays has been invented 
by Dr. 0. Schott. By its means a cool, intense ultraviolet light can be 
secured. It can be held close to the skin, as there are no heat rays, but 
it produces intense inflammation if held there too long. The enthusiasm 
aroused by this new lamp would seem to indicate that it is of consider¬ 
able value. The experiments seem to indicate that these rays are far 
more powerful than even Finesen suspected. 


The Curative Treatment of Pneumonia.— Dr. Charles E. Page, 
of Boston, in an article in the Medical Record advises the application 
of cold to the chest and abstinence from food, with the administration 
of ample quantities of water, as a treatment producing excellent results 
in the cure of pneumonia. 

“ In incipient pneumonia, at the very beginning of malaise and 
difficult breathing, the application of a heavy cold compress over the 
entire chest in front, well covered with dry folds of towel, very soon 
aborts the disease. The procedure is very simple, indeed. A large towel, 
coarse linen or cotton, is folded lengthwise in the middle, then folded 
crosswise in the middle, and one-half the length of this four-ply towel 
is wrung tightly from ice-water, or the coldest obtainable, and again 

folded crosswise, so as to give four thicknesses of damp towel next the 
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skin, and the same, dry, outside. This for a robust adult. For a deli¬ 
cate person or a child I use two thicknesses only of damp towel and two, 
dry, outside. A single towel of right size, folded lengthwise, one-half 
wrung tightly from ice-water, and folded crosswise, and applied as above 
directed. Or, a smaller towel may be folded two-ply, and wrung out 
and applied with another dry, two-ply, as a wrapper. Two sets of damp 
towels may be employed, one kept on ice while the other is getting hot 
thus the changes can be made more readily. 

“ As already remarked, the damp folds should be freshened as 
often as they become at all hot, whether this be in ten, twenty, or 
thirty minutes. At first, in severe cases, the changes will be as often as 
every eight or ten minutes, the intervals lengthening more and more as 
the inflammation subsides, and breathing consequently becomes deeper 
and easier. When the patient is able to breathe naturally, and the com¬ 
press no longer becomes hot, and before it is felt to be an uncomfortable 
treatment, this local cooling should cease.” 

Fresh air is freely admitted and no drugs are given. 


Agar in Habitual Constipation.— The Journal of the American 
Medical Association in a synopsis of an article in Miinchener med. 
Wochenschrift says: “ Schmidt believes that chronic constipation in 
certain cases is due to the unusually good digestion and utilization of the 
food, leaving so little residue to be passed along that the intestines are 
not incited to peristaltic action. The residue being so small, there is 
very little putrefaction, not enough to stimulate the intestines to peris¬ 
talsis by the gases and other products evolved. The feces in chronic 
constipation of this kind are hard, solid lumps, with little odor, and 
show few indications of fermentation or putrefaction. Aside from the 
difficulty in defecation and the accessory neurasthenic general manifesta¬ 
tions, such individuals rejoice in undisturbed good health, not disturbed 
by gas formation or other phenomena suggesting excessive putrefac¬ 
tion. Such patients can take, without much reaction, a purgative 
which would cause protracted diarrhoea in others. What is needed is 
something that will increase the bulk of the stools and make them softer, 
more watery and less compact. Schmidt thinks that this result may be 
obtained with agar-agar. It contains 0.6 per cent, cellulose, and when 
it swells up in water it gives up the water very slowly and is not 
modified by putrefaction. He uses the kind that comes in long strips, 
and flakes and cuts it up into small bits, like scales. It swells in the 



